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President's Message for January 2016 
Hi Everybody, 

My heavens, is it cold out there today! I just got 
back from a swim meet in Geneva, Ohio where it 
is twice as snowy as it is here in sunny Broad-
view Hts., and I am ready to start looking for 
property in The Florida keys. 

 Ok, so I am not going anywhere, at least I 
can dream, can’t I? First order of business, many 
people have been asking where and when the 
next club meeting will take place, so here it is. 
We can’t find any place to hold the meeting; the 
Boneyard has a birthday party booked for next 
Sunday from four to seven PM, so we are out of 
luck. Since my place has always been the fall 
back place to hold our meetings, the next meet-
ing will take place at my home at 6:00 PM. I am 
pretty well centrally located in the area and it 
should be a minimum distance to travel even with 
bad weather for most everyone, so come and 
play with the trains in the basement this week-
end. 

 We will also be getting the awaited finan-
cial report from Greg as to the profitability of the 
Snowdogs Show on January 2nd. It is the continu-
ing policy of this club not to discuss finances in 
this newspaper, but Greg has the figures and you 
will be liking them for sure. We have a treasury 
that will now carry us through the S Spree this 
Spring with little trouble.  

 One thing to note about the Snowdogs 
Show are the statistics. We had over four hun-
dred and thirty people come through our doors, 
which was virtually the same number as the TCA 
Division Show two weeks later. We put up 172 
tables and four operating layouts at our show 
while the TCA, being obsessed with selling ta-
bles, had just our tinplate layout and Tom Scott’s 
All Aboard layouts there, but were able to  

 

squeeze in 192 tables. Let me make this point 
very clear here. The TCA is obsessed with selling 
tables for the collectors in the hall, and could not 
care less if there is anything running or not. They 
only tolerate us because we entertain the kids 
who come with Dad and Grandfather, but they 
are there to look for tables filled with goodies. 

If they can sell some more tables instead 
of our being there, we will be gone, as has hap-
pened before when we were cancelled at the last 
minute. They put us on the stage because it is 
the least desirable spot in the hall from their point 
of view, and they save space for tables full of 
boxes to see and sell from. I look at it this way, 
though,. So what if grandpop is not going to climb 
those silly stairs to get up on the stage, the kids 
surely will, and it is them that we want to impress 
with toy trains, not the older generations. We are 
still doing our mission, promoting trains to a new 
generation, and getting paid to do it as well. 

 Speaking of S Sprees, we are getting lot of 
orders for the Spree cars already. If you plan on 
buying one of each, which is all you can buy at 
the moment, I would bring a check to the meeting 
and give it to Greg. I have a serious concern that 
by the time of the actual Spree at least the two 
Flyonel cars will be sold out, which could cause a 
problem for the rest of the conventioneers.  



President's Message Continued 

All of the magazine advertising for the Spree 
has been completed, including ads in Model 
Railroader, CTT, NASG Dispatch, Model Rail-
road Craftsman, and the S Gaugian, in addition 
to Tom Pescha and his distribution list. Flyers 
have been made and are being distributed for 
the “open to the public” flea market which will be 
on Saturday, May 14, and we have already had 
dealers telling us to include them in on Satur-
day. We will be discussing other events planned 
for the Spree at the meeting this Sunday as 
well. See you here, I’ll probably be in the base-
ment.   Lee 

Upcoming Shows: 
Feb. 2, 2016 - Medina 

Feb. 27, 2016- TCA Winter Train Meet, UAW Hall, Parma 

March 19 & 20, 2016 - Railfest 2016 - Lakeland Community 

College, Kirtland, Ohio, 10 am to 4 pm both days. 

March 20, 2016 - Greater Wayne County Train & Toy Show 

AKA Dalton Train Show, 10 am to 4 pm 

Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the most 

complete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy Shows! 



Meeting Minutes — Nov. 22, 2015  
          The November 22nd, 2015 meeting of the Cuyahoga 
Valley S-Gaugers was held at the home of Ray and Marcel-
la Diersing and was called to order by President Lee 
McCarty at 6:27 p.m. with 22 members present. 

Greg Melzer gave the treasurers report. Still in good shape. 

New Member Dave Groden attended our meeting. 

Old Business:  
Jim Futules informed the club on the progress of the spree 
cars and all the difficulties he has run into. The decal manu-
facturer could not provide the decals for the Forest City 
Nursery flatcars as desired. Jim had to make the decals 
with his own printer. For the Mustang flatcars, the milk con-
tainers left marks on the flat cars when they were removed 
requiring touchup. The American Models flatcars with the 
Forest City trailer are still in process. 

Pricing on the spree cars was discussed.  It was felt that the 
AF flatcars are priced too low. It was suggested to retain 
the prices as shown as an early bird incentive to pre-order 
before February 1, 2016. The price will be higher after the 
February 1 date for the limited quantities that are available. 
The AM flatcars and trailers will remain as originally priced. 
Lee McCarty made the motion to accept the changes. Se-
conded by Joe Jansky.  The motion was passed unani-
mously (the website was revised accordingly). 

The upcoming club train show at the UAW Hall on January 
2nd was discussed. Ray Diersing reported that table reser-
vations were going quite well. An island of tables will be 
available to the club members at one per member with ad-
ditional tables only as available. It was proposed that deal-
ers reserving four tables be give a fifth table free. Motion 
made by Lee McCarty to give dealers a fifth table free. Se-
conded by Chuck Fonda. The motion was passed. Ray Di-
ersing suggested providing gift certificates to show at-
tendees to spend with any vendor with a number of draw-

ings during the train show. The vendor would then redeem the 
certificate for the cash value. Motion was made by Chuck 
Fonda. Seconded by Lee McCarty. The motion was 
passed. Ray was made the chairman for this effort.  

 

New Business:  
The club members were informed that Saturday November 
28, 2015 five members would be going to the Cleveland 
Public Library with the Tin-Plate layout as we have for last 
few years. Six of our members would be at the TCA Train 
Show at the UAW hall in Parma running the Universal lay-
out that same day. 

Bill Wyatt informed the club members that the 36th annual 
Tuba Christmas is on December 12th at the E.J. Thomas 
Hall in Akron. He will be playing his tuba among 500 of 
them with performances a 12:00 PM and 2:00 PM. It is free 
to the public but come early as admission is restricted to the 
number of available seats. 

Jim Sima let the club members know that the club’s Christ-
mas Party would start at his home on Sunday December 
13, 2015 at 5:00 PM and hoping everyone can come. 

With no further items, motion for adjournment was made by 
Joe Jansky and seconded by Tom Ward at 7:38 p.m. Meet-
ing was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, Maria Futules, Secretary 

Respectfully submitted,   

Maria Futules,  Secretary 

Finally, Dues are due once again. 

See you Sunday. Chuck 

I concur with Lee that we had a nice event at the Snow-
dogs Train show on January 2, 2016. It sure seemed to 
me, and to most members of our club that were at both 
train shows, that we had a better show than the TCA show 
last Saturday. 

I can also report that we had a very successful outing at 
the Public Library again last November 28. All the layouts 
went up smoothly and ran quite well. Special thanks to Bill 
Shaw.  Tom Scott, Ray Doersing and Brian, Dawn and 
Connor Stopar. We had a good time, as did almost all who 
attended, and we have been invited back for another year. 

The upcoming meeting dates are February 28, 2016, 
March 27,2016 and April 24, 2016. The next meeting will 
be at Jim Zborowski on February 28, 2016. 

Train shows upcoming are the TCA on February 27, 2016, 
the NMRA Division 5 show at Lakeland College on March 
19 and 20, 2016, the Dalton rain show on March 20,2016 
and, of course, our S Spree on May 12-14, 2016. Lee will 
note that we will be covering both the Dalton and Lakeland 
shows on March 20, 2016. 

There will be a more formal reminder about dues and elec-
tions in next month’s newsletter. Also, remember to re-
serve your Spree cars before February 1, 2016. 

See you at Lee’s, or somewhere soon. 

Chuck 

NEWS AND NOTES:  











NEXT MEETING SUNDAY, January 24, 2016 6:00 p.m. 
The next meeting will be hosted by our renowned president, Lee McCarty at Maison Chez 
McCarty, 8725 Broadview Road, Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147.Phone  (440)-526-9864; Cell 
(216)-544-6400. Email Macsir@aol.com. Lee notes that work has continued on his layout. So we 
should see some new features. By now, everyone should know the directions to his place, but in 
case anyone does not, Lee’s place is located on Broadview Road between Wallings and Royalton 
Roads, with easy access off I-77.You will enjoy seeing his layout and collection, so make plans to 
join us. Call Lee or myself on my cell phone (216)-544-6400 if you get confused on directions. 
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