
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        Page 1 

 

 

February 2019 

The Lakeshore Special 

  

  

 

President's Message for November 2018 
January is now over and it was certainly a cold 

and snowy one.  Although winter storm Harper 

hadn’t yet arrived in northeast Ohio, the forecast 

for heavy snow on the 19
th
 was foreboding and 

my decision to reschedule the January 20 meet-

ing to January 26 ahead of the storm was the 

right call.  While still over a month away, it is also 

time to think spring and what is coming up over 

the next few months. 

 
 

The NMRA Division 5 train show at Lakeland 

Community College in Kirtland is on March 16 

and 17, 2019 which is next month.  As always, 

the tinplate and hi-rail layouts will be there with 

setup on Friday March 15 starting at 4:00 PM.  If 

you plan to be there to assist in the setup, opera-

tion, and takedown of the layouts, you have to let 

me know in advance so that I can advise the 

NMRA and have a badge for you to get in on 

Saturday and Sunday.  The NMRA will also be 

given a corresponding list of all layout volun-

teers.  If you are not on the list, do not expect to 

get in without paying the gate admission. 
 

Jon Ulbright’s CJ Trains show is the following 

week on Saturday March 23, 2019 in Mount 

Hope, Ohio.  The tinplate layout is slated for this 

show with setup at 8:00 AM on the day of the 

show.  Jon has asked for a list of the layout vol-

unteers.  As with the NMRA show, please let me 

know that you will be there to assist in the setup, 

operation, and takedown of the layout. 

 
 

With the 2019 Snow Dogs show now behind us, 

it is time to start focusing on our 2019 Spring S 

Spree in May and time for or us as a group to 

start stepping up to help make the event a suc-

cess and there is a lot to be done.  Some re-

sponsibilities have already been assigned. 
 

 S Spree Registration - Ken Vendlinger  

 Table Arrangement/Assignment - Matt Ward/

Ken Vendlinger 

 Procure Rental Tables - Brian Stopar 

 Clinics - Chuck Fonda 

 Ombudsman - El Presidénte 
 

Since there will be multiple rooms for the Spree, 

door captains are needed to make sure those 

entering the rooms have a badge or hand stamp.  

Volunteers are also needed for the registration 

desk.  There will also be a few planning meet-

ings separate from the monthly meetings. 

 
 

Our webmaster, Tom Pescha, had an unfortu-

nate accident that put him out of commission for 

a while.  Something about a really high first step 

down.  Although he is now at home, his mobility 

will be limited well into April.  This did get me to 

think about the fact that we do not have a back-

up webmaster.  The CVSGA had this problem 

some years ago when the previous webmaster 

passed away suddenly.  This left the club with no 

access to the website forcing us to create a new 

URL complete with a new website.   It was a 

subject of discussion at the January meeting and 

certainly should be given some consideration. 
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President's  Message Continued 

The next meeting is at 6:00 PM on February 24, 

2019 at the home of Lee McCarty in Broadview 

Heights.  This is an important meeting and I 

hope to see you there. 

 

Jim Futules 

Cleveland Public Library  
The club had its layout at the downtown 

Cleveland Public Library on November 

24.  Here are some pics of this event. 
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Meeting Minutes — January   26, 2019  

The January 26, 2019 meeting of the CVSGA 

was held at the home of Bob Schworm and 

called to order by President Jim Futules at 5:35 

p.m. with 17 members present. Lee McCarty on 

behalf of Gregg Melzer read the Treasurer’s re-

port. We are still in good shape with no outstand-

ing debts.   

Old Business:  
Lee McCarty gave report about the Club’s Snow-

dogs Train show held on January 5, 2019. We 

had 312 paid admissions, with 21 child admis-

sions, and we did well on the show. Chuck Fon-

da made a Motion to Reimburse Lee $40 paid to 

Union staff at Train show. Ken Vendlinger se-

conded, and Motion passed unanimously. 

Jim Futules passed around copies of the Club 

By-Laws for review and comment, which had 

been discovered in files forwarded to the Club. 

Jim Futules noted that some people were not 

getting either email or regular mail copies of the 

Newsletter, and a Membership Committee was 

appointed to get a better handle on Membership. 

Ken Vendlinger was appointed Chairman of the 

Committee, with Tom Fritsch, Gregg Melzer, Jim 

Futules and Tom Pescha being named members 

of the Committee. 

 

New Business:  
  Lee McCarty noted that Tom Pescha had sus-

tained a fall and broken his hip at the Lakeland 

Toy Show on January 8, 2019, and that his an-

ticipated time was expected to be about 12 

weeks, so he may not be making public appear-

ances until then. 

A discussion was had about the Club website, 

and how to update it. A committee was formed to 

monitor and suggest updates on the website with 

Scott Andrews named Chairman, and Bob 

Schworm and Tom Pescha also being members 

of the Committee. Scott Andrews is to provide 

updates at the next meeting. 

Jim Futules brought up the 2019 S Spree, and a 

discussion was had about same. Jim noted that 

the hotel was having an issue on the registration 

line, and that he would be speaking to the hotel 

about correcting that issue. The Spree Commit-

tee will be comprised of Ken Vendlinger, Regis-

tration Chairman, Chuck Fonda, Clinic Chair-

man, Matt Ward and Lee McCarty. Matt Ward 

will be organizing table assignments. Lee noted 

that 160 table requests should be expected. Jim 

reminded everybody about the flea market on 

Saturday.  

Chuck Fonda noted that he had talked to Mike 

Udolph about the picnic at the Live Steamers in 

Medina, and possible dates had been given. The 

preference of the club was for a date in August. 

Up and coming Train Shows:   

Lakeland (March 16-17, 2019);  

Mt. Hope (March 23) and TCA (March 30) 

Library in November as noted above, the Satur-

day of Thanksgiving weekend. Also Frieden on 

Dec. 9 and our Snowdogs show on Jan. 5, 2019  

With no further items, a motion was made to ad-

journ the meeting by Mark Ward and seconded 

by Tom Scott.  The meeting was adjourned at 

7:38 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chuck Fonda, Acting Secretary 
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Upcoming Shows: 
March 2 Independence Train Show 

March 3 Erie Model Train Show 

March 16 & 17 Railfest at Lakeland 

March 16 Railfest Dinner at Painesville    

       Railroad Museum 

March 23 Mt. Hope Trains Show 

March 30 TCA Sprint Trains Show Parma 

Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the 

most complete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy 

Shows! 

Nominations for CVSGA officers are now 
open.   

Nominations are needed 
for: 

 President,  

 Vice-president,  

 Secretary   

 Treasurer 

Please forward your nominations to Lee 
McCarty by the March meeting. 

Officer Nominations 

Come and join us for a day of fun at Hobo Day at 

the Painesville Railroad Museum on July 27, 2019 

from 10 am to 8 pm. We will have a Hobo Stew 

and Hobo Beans being cooked over a open wood 

fire, just like how the hobos of days gone by would 

have done.  

Hamburg’s and Hot Dogs will also be available.  

Enjoy the sounds of live music by the Miracle 

Band from 4 pm to 7 pm. 

There will be Free face painting for the children.  

Come in the spirit of the day and get in Costume 

and be part of our Costume Contest. 

And don’t forget a day of railfanning.  

Admission: $5.00 adult, $3.00 child (3 to 12 year 

old)           

$12.00 Family (max 2 adults, 3 children) 

Food Donations extra.  

Railfest Dinner 2019 

  Join us for a great Saint Patty Day dinner and guest 
speaker at the Painesville Railroad Museum on March 
16, 2019 at 5:30 pm. 

  Eat your dinner in a 126 year old Train Station and 
enjoy the trains as they fly by on the CSX main line.  

Dinner includes the following: 

 Tossed Green Salad - Italian and Ranch Dressing 

  Chicken  - Roast Beef 

 Corn Beef and Cabbage  

 Red Skin Potatoes  - Rigatoni  

Guest Speaker is Richard Kasperzak presenting B & O 
Lake Line 

This dinner is not just for Railest vendors, it is open to 
any and everyone.  

All this for only $22.00 per person.  
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NEXT MEETING SUNDAY, February 24, 2019 , 6:00  PM  
The next meeting will be at 6:00 PM on February 24, 2019 at the home of Lee 

McCarty, 8725 Broadview Road, Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147. For questions or 

directions, contact Lee at (440)-526-9864 (home); (440)-665-0243 (cell) or via email 

at macsir@aol.com). . 
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Jim Futules, 

PO Box 291  

TALLMADGE, OH 44278 
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