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President's Message for September 2018 
As mentioned in the July newsletter, I once 

worked for a railroad. I started out in what was 

then the Penn Central freight car engineering of-

fice in Philadelphia. I eventually found my way to 

Detroit where I was assigned as a mechanical in-

spector and finally as general foreman in the loco-

motive terminal under Conrail. 
 

I am not going to focus on what my job function 

was but rather the locomotives that resided in that 

terminal as they were back in the 1970s. Whatev-

er locomotives existed at the time, I saw them all 

in that terminal. Noise abatement was not in the 

vocabulary back in those days and those locomo-

tives were a brusque bunch when lined up for dis-

patching. They were blatantly loud when on the 

road pulling a manifest freight train. I know be-

cause I rode in a few of them across Ontario, 

Canada. It was not pleasant. They spoke with au-

thority and let you know they were coming with or 

without their horns blasting away. 
 

Things have changed since those days gone by. 

The locomotives of today, while even more brut-

ish than the likes of a U36C or SD45, they are a 

silent breed that can sneak up on you without 

warning. Even the use of horns is being restricted 

in high population areas. One such area is in 

Cuyahoga Falls on Tallmadge Road right at the 

Route 8 expressway with a “No Train Horn” warn-

ing posted where you approach the railroad 

crossing with the only thing protecting it is an au-

tomatic crossing gate. It is a traffic engineers 

nightmare. 
 

It is taught in driver education school that one 

should not stop on a railroad crossing for obvious 

reasons. That lesson has not resonated with a lot 

of people and, all too often, you see them stopped 

on the tracks waiting for the traffic lights to 

change. And with today’s whisper quiet locomo-

tives, UGH!!! 
 

The hi-rail layout was not worked on as sched-

uled.  It was to have been brought to my place in 

Tallmadge but personal physical issues devel-

oped preventing me from doing any lifting whatso-

ever. What was planned will have to wait until 

next year and there is still much to do. 
 

The tinplate layout had some maintenance work 

done involving installation of new Jones plugs and 

whatever else needed attention. Thanks go to Bill 

Shaw and Ken Vendlinger who did the honors 

and got it done in just four days with everything 

running like clockwork. The layout was to have 

been put back in the trailer on Sunday July 29 but 

with the work done so fast, the task was moved 

up to Sunday July 22 followed by the club meet-

ing. 
 

There was one issue encountered with the 

tinplate layout back in April at the CJ Train show 

in Mount Hope.  There was a dead short on one 

of the loops. The offending track piece was found 

and handed over to me to take home to find the 

problem and correct it.  I checked it out and found 

nothing wrong with the track.  I then looked at the 

track terminal and noticed something that I never 

really paid much attention to in the past.  
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President's  Message Continued 

The base post of the AF 690 track terminal, used 

on the layout, is always to the left. The universal 

lock-on that someone used in place of the AF 

690 is on the right. This resulted in crossed wir-

ing thus causing the short circuit.  I checked 

some that I have and found they are all made 

that way.  What this means is that if you are go-

ing to use the universal lock-on, it must be used 

at all connections, not just one.  DO NOT USE A 

UNIVERSAL LOCK-ON TO REPLACE AN AF 

690 TRACK TERMINAL ON THE TINPLATE 

LAYOUT.  A small supply of the AF 690 track 

terminals are to be kept on hand at all times so 

that no one has to go scrounging around for 

them should one have to be replaced. 

 

The NMRA Division 4 Railfest is coming up on 

October 6 and 7, 2018 at the fairgrounds in Be-

rea. We will be setting up both the tinplate and hi

-rail layouts for this event.  As always, your as-

sistance is requested for both set-up on Friday 

October 5 at 4:00 PM and take down on Sunday 

October 7 at 4:00 PM.  All who help with the lay-

out get a pass for the two days.  However, you 

have to let us know in advance so that we can 

advise the folks running the event of who will be 

there. 

 

With our S Spree coming up in May 2019, we 

are looking for ideas for the clinics.  Please con-

tact me at 330-633-9097 or email at jfu-

tules@neo.rr.com with ideas or interested in do-

ing a clinic (or two).   

 

We have also been approached by the NASG to 

host the 2020 convention.  The rub is the con-

vention is to be in Monroeville, Pennsylvania.  

Monroeville is east of Pittsburgh off the turnpike 

at US route 22.  We did the NASG convention in 

Buffalo in 1983 but that was 35 years ago.  It will 

be one of the subjects at the meeting on Sep-

tember 23, 2018. 
 

See you all there. 
 

Jim Futules 
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Upcoming Shows: 
Sept 15 - Boy Scout Day, Painesville Rail-

road Museum. 

 

Sept 22 - Canfield Train Show 

 

Sept 22 - Model Train Sale,  Painesville 

Railroad Museum. 

 

Oct 6-7 - Berea Train Show 

 

Oct 13 - Oktoberfest, Painesville Railroad 

Museum. 

 

Oct 20 - Old Eli’s Train Show 

 

Oct 27 - TCA Meet, Parma UAW Hall 
 

Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the 

most complete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy 

Shows! 
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NEXT MEETING SUNDAY, September 23, 2018 , 6:00  PM  
The next meeting will be held at Ken Vendlingder, 28920 West Willowick Dr, Willowick 44095.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVSG 

Jim Futules 

310 S MUNROE RD, 

TALLMADGE, OH 44278-2930  


