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March  2018 

The Lakeshore Special 

  

  

 

President's Message for March 2018 
Message from the President and the 
Chairman of the Board and for March 
2018 (also known as Lee McCarty 
and Chuck Fonda)   

 

Hello Everybody, 

 We wanted to start with some good news. 
We had both the Hi-Rail layout and the Tinplate 
layout at the NMRA show at Lakeland College in 
Mentor this past weekend, and except for a few 
glitches regarding some minor repairs on Friday 
night and Saturday morning, everything ran well 
and both layouts were quite a success, and set-
up and takedown ran smoothly for the most part. 

 With this show over with, we have the 
tinplate layout going to the Mt. Hope show on Sat-
urday, and then no other layout obligations until 
the NMRA show in Berea in Early October, and 
thus, a real good time to have this discussion. 

 Due to upcoming religious holidays, health 
issues, career issues and even personal issues, 
the Board and the Officers have decided that it is 
in the best interests of the club that we delay the 
normal elections held annually in March until ei-
ther the May 20, 2018 meeting at Jim and Mary 
Ann Sima’s or at the picnic with the Live Steam-
ers in Medina on June 3, 2018. 

 One thing that has occurred over the past 
nineteen years has been that instead of new offic-
ers coming up every year or two, and the position 
of the officers rotating every few years, the offic-
ers stayed in position year after year, with little if 
any change, This was never the intent of the club 
when it was founded or really at any time thereaf-
ter. It just happened. We had a slate of Lee 
McCarty – President; Joe Jansky – Vice Presi-

dent, Gene Rominski – Secretary, and Gregg 
Melzer – Treasurer, that was re-elected every 
year for at least eleven years, and did not change, 
until Gene got very ill and passed away, and Joe 
got physically worn down and had to walk away 
from the duties of Vice-President. Even then, with 
Jim Futules stepping up as Vice-President, and 
his wife, Maria Futules, stepping in as Secretary 
for the past few years, we tried to soldier on with 
Lee taking on a greater deal of duties as Presi-
dent, and Chuck filling in everywhere else as 
needed, continuing with the Newsletter and set-
ting up of meetings and handling the duties of 
secretary when Maria could not make a meeting. 

 But there comes a time when you have to 
lay burdens down and walk away from something 
you really like and enjoy doing, and pass the torch 
to the next person, and that is what we both cur-
rently have to do. We are just really burned out at 
this time. At the Lakeland show, we estimated 
that Lee has written over 210 President’s Mes-
sages, and Chuck has edited over 210 Newslet-
ters. This again was something we never really 
signed up for. Now, there may be some fair criti-
cism that we both took on too much, as far as Lee 
signing us up for train shows, and letting the club 
get in the habit of expecting him to make all the 
arrangements for the transportation of layouts to 
shows as the layout trailers are stored at his resi-
dence, and Chuck editing the Newsletter and be-
ing overly eager to jump in to fill in whenever nec-
essary, and in doing so, we gave the impression 
that anyone wishing to step up and be further in-
volved with the club was not welcome to do so. 
Folks, that was never our intent, and if we gave 
that impression, we are sorry we did so. 
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President's  Message Continued 

However, both of us, as noted earlier, have 
reached the point where continuing in our club 
duties simply will take too much of a toll on our 
personal lives, and we have to step aside. As 
noted earlier, this means that Lee will not run for 
or accept being President for the 2018-19 term, 
and that Chuck will be stepping aside as News-
letter Editor and the person responsible for set-
ting up meetings and any other duties he cur-
rently has as Chairman of the Board. We both 
feel that Jim Futules will be quite competent as 
the next CVSGA President, and have every con-
fidence in him. 

 There is at the moment, however, uncer-
tainty about anyone else to join him in the slate 
of officers, and for that reason, we are postpon-
ing the elections until the dates noted earlier to 
allow the slate to be finalized. Folks, this is not 
rocket science, and we do need your help. This 
is your club too, the Cuyahoga Valley S Gauge 
Association, and not Lee and Chuck’s  (and 

Jim’s!!) S Gauge Club!! Moving forward, we do 
need people to step up, and the positions are 
not that complicated. There are lots of talented 
people in our group, and any number of you can 
do as good a job as we have done, or even bet-
ter. You may have been shy about stepping up 
before, or even concerned about how much time 
each position would require, but we can speak 
from experience that the positions are not that 
time-consuming and can even be quite satisfy-
ing. So, please consider what we have said, and 
that we now need your help in moving the club 
forward. 

Chuck will be setting forth in much more detail 
information on these positions in the April, 2018 
Newsletter. Thanks for reading this, and all our 
best. 

 

Lee McCarty and Chuck Fonda 
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Meeting Minutes — Feb. 25, 2018  
The February, 2018 of the Cuyahoga Val-

ley S-Gaugers was at the home of Wayne 
Tomsic and called to order by President Lee 
McCarty at 6:24 p.m. with 17 members present 

On behalf of Gregg Melzer. Lee McCarty gave 
the treasurers report. Still in good shape with no 
outstanding debts.  

Old Business:  
Lee McCarty gave a report on the finaliz-

ing of a Contract with the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
Cleveland, Ohio near the Airport for the holding 
of the 2019 S Spree in Cleveland, Ohio in May, 3
-5, 2019. This is a new venue, but the Spree 
Committee was able to work with Heather, who 
has worked with us in the past on other Sprees 
in reaching very satisfactory deals. We will be 
discussing the Spree in future Newsletters as it 
draws closer. 

The matter of club layouts going to train 
shows was discussed. There was no agreement 
to take any layout to the new show in Independ-
ence on March 3, 2018. There was agreement to 
take the tinplate layout to the John Ulbright show 
in Mt. Hope, Ohio on March 24, 2018 with Mike 
Udolph picking up the layout from Lee’s house 
and taking it to Mt. Hope, and Bill Newhouse 
managing the layout during the show. 

 There was also discussion of the club tak-
ing both layouts to the NMRA Lakeland show 
March 17-18, 2018 in Mentor, Ohio. Set-up was 
to be on Friday, March 16, 2018, and takedown 
on March 18, 2018, with member needed to run 
the layouts on both show days.  

New Business:  
Joe Jansky noted that after the Mt. Hope 

show, the tinplate layout will need some work 
sessions. Tentative plans call for the layout to go 
down to Jim Zborowski’s in Medina, Ohio, in late-
May – Early June. This info will be updated. Lee 
McCarty and Jim Futules both need to work on 
the Hi-Rail layout during the late spring and sum-
mer, with updates to come on work sessions. 

 

At 7:02 PM. Tom Scott made a Motion to 
Adjourn, seconded by Brian Stopar. Refresh-
ments were then served by our host, and mem-

bers headed for the basement to enjoy Wayne’s 
great layout 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Chuck Fonda, pinch-hitting for Maria Futules, 
Secretary 

 

 

NEWS AND NOTES:  
Meetings: 

April, 22. 2018 - Open 

May 20, 2018 at Jim and MaryAnn Sima 

June 3, 2018 Picnic with Medina Live Steamers 

Dues  - We had a discussion about this at Lake-
land, and for the moment it was decided that all 
dues should be mailed to our treasurer Gregg 
Melzer at 19230 Sarotaga Trail. Strongsville, Ohio 
44136.    

 

Upcoming train shows and events: 

March 24, 2018 – John Ulbright Train Show, Mt. 
Hope, Ohio 

April 19-21 TCA York Train Meet, York, Pa. 

May 5, 2018 TCA Train Show, Parma, Ohio 

May 11-12, S Spree Dayton, Ohio 

 

Have a great weekend, and hope to see you 
soon. Chuck 
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Pics from Railfest 2018 
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Upcoming Shows: 

 

MT. Hope Train Show, March 24, 2018, 

10am to 3pm, Mt. Hope Event Center. 

 

TCA York Train Meet April 19-21 , 
York, Pa. 

 

TCA Train Meet, May 5, 2018 Parma, 

Ohio, UAW Hall, Parma, Ohio 

 

S Spree, May 11-12, Dayton, Ohio 

 

Be sure to check 

www.cleveshows.com for the most 

complete list of NE Ohio Train and 

Toy Shows! 
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NEXT MEETING SUNDAY, March 25, 2018, 5:00  PM  

The next meeting will be at the El Tren Restaurant, 70 East Avenue, Tallmadge, 
Ohio. Phone  (330)-634-9900, in the railroad dining car attached to the Restaurant. 
We have the car from 5:00 – 9:00 PM.  You will enjoy the meeting, so make plans to 
join us. Call Jim Futules at (330)-633-9097 or myself on my cell phone (216)-544-
6400 if you get confused on directions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVSG 

Lee McCarty 

8725 Broadview Road 

Broadview Heights, OH  44147 


